
Transforming the lives of families experiencing homelessness. 
Because every child deserves a home. 



Introduction

• Former Executive Director

• NE Regional Director assist 41 
Affiliates throughout Connecticut, 
Delaware, Maine, Massachusetts, 
New Jersey, New York, and  
Pennsylvania

• Educational background in Political 
Science, Psychology, Cultural 
Studies, Policy Analysis Human 
Resources, Public Management, 
and Higher Education 

Nakeshia Hedrick, MS.ED

Northeast Regional Director 



How Did Family Promise Begin?

The Karen Olson Story

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x6QrqWAPfms


What is Family Promise? 

A community-based response to address  family homelessness and 
housing insecurity. 

MISSION

• Our mission is to help families experiencing homelessness and low-income families 
achieve sustainable independence through a community-based response.

OUR VISION

• Our vision is a nation in which every family has a home, a livelihood, and the 
chance to build a better future.



Today’s Presenters



Family Promise





What You’ll Learn Today





•In 2021, an estimated 7.1 million American 
households experienced severe housing cost 
burden, which means that they spent more 
than 50 percent of their income on housing.



•In 2021, approximately 3.7 million people 
across the country were in “doubling up” 
situations (or sharing the housing of 
others for economic reasons).



• According to the Children’s Defense Fund, 
housing affordability and income inequality 
deeply affect children and youth. During the 
2020-21 school year, public schools identified 
1,099,221 students who experienced 
homelessness, representing 2.2% of all 
students enrolled in public schools—meaning 
1 in every 45 children enrolled in public 
schools is unhoused (see Table 9). Inequities 
persist for students with additional identifiers 
of race, immigration, and disability status.

https://www.childrensdefense.org/the-state-of-americas-children/soac-2023-housing/

https://www.childrensdefense.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/SOAC-2023-Tables.pdf
https://www.childrensdefense.org/the-state-of-americas-children/soac-2023-housing/


• According to the January 2022 PIT 
Count, 582,462 people were experiencing 
homelessness across America. This amounts to 
roughly 18 out of every 10,000 people1. The 
vast majority 72% were individual adults, but a 
notable share (28 percent) were people living 
in families with children.

• According to HUD’s 2022 Annual Homelessness 
Assessment Report ,28% percent of people 
experiencing homelessness (161,070) were in 
families composed of at least one adult and 
one child. The number of families experiencing 
homelessness decreased by more than 10,000 
people between 2020 and 2022. 

• Unaccompanied youth under age 18 make up 
5% (30,090) of the total homeless population, 
and these youth are counted as individuals 
experiencing homelessness

https://endhomelessness.org/homelessness -in-america/homelessness-statistics/state-of-homelessness/#homelessness-in-2022

https://www.nlihc.org/resource/hud-2022-annual-homeless-assessment-report

https://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/ahar/2022-ahar-part-1-pit-estimates-of-homelessness-in-the-us.html
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/ahar/2022-ahar-part-1-pit-estimates-of-homelessness-in-the-us.html
https://endhomelessness.org/homelessness-in-america/homelessness-statistics/state-of-homelessness/
https://www.nlihc.org/resource/hud-2022-annual-homeless-assessment-report-finds-unsheltered-homelessness-rise
https://www.nlihc.org/resource/hud-2022-annual-homeless-assessment-report-finds-unsheltered-homelessness-rise


Disconnect in Definitions
HUD v. McKinney Vento  



Homeless Children and Youth Act

• HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH ACT (HCYA) REINTRODUCED
o HCYA has been one of Family Promise’s top policy priorities for the last 

6 years, and would broaden and synchronize federal definitions of 
homelessness to be more inclusive of families and children.  Under 
HCYA, children and youth that experience homelessness under the 
McKinney-Vento definition would be eligible for HUD Homeless 
Assistance. 

o More Info and Advocacy Toolkit
o Updates on the Bill

https://nche.ed.gov/mckinney-vento-definition/
https://familypromisenational.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/affiliate/EShOqB44vrRFpSg_asZMq5sBQrVWBwnYt3xVKRBLQ3DI3g?e=DvIakP


Tools

• Legislative Tracker:  
• Please click here to see an up-to-date listing of 

relevant/proposed federal legislation.
• Please click here to see a listing of bills 

endorsed by Family Promise.

https://familypromisenational.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/affiliate/EQc6ABS2hmRDpIhuMbg8seoBNMRNzUd9ieYMhAxUeFutEA?e=alnUiR
https://familypromisenational.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/affiliate/EUUeQissIW9Mrpzvt-zYmhoB_rNFlWfQIYkS1q7Lo-BecQ?e=aCrAYt


Bills Endorsed

• Easy Calls to Action for Legislation Endorsed by Family Promise:
• Support the Homeless Children and Youth Act
• Support the Family Stability and Opportunity Vouchers Act
• Support the Child Poverty Reduction Act

• Additional Legislative Priorities:
• Manufactured Housing Community Preservation Act
• Eviction Crisis Act
• Emergency Family Stabilization Act

https://secure.everyaction.com/pRnguz6xyUOz2giz3jxPIg2
https://www.opportunityhome.org/take-action/bipartisan-family-stability-and-opportunity-vouchers-act/
https://www.endchildpovertyus.org/take-action


For More Information 

Resources

• Family Promise

• School House Connection

• National Low Income 
Housing Coalition

• National Alliance to End 
Homelessness

Contact Us

• nhedrick@familypromise.org

https://familypromise.org/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/
https://www.nlihc.org/resource/hud-2022-annual-homeless-assessment-report-finds-unsheltered-homelessness-rise
https://www.nlihc.org/resource/hud-2022-annual-homeless-assessment-report-finds-unsheltered-homelessness-rise
https://endhomelessness.org/
https://endhomelessness.org/
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